Enjoy the Outdoors
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Raccoons have adapted well to urban life
and do get into things we'd rather they

Some things to watch/listen for: ,

----- www.compost.bc.ca
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Some things to watch/listen for: : Great-horned Owls begin nesting as early as
: 2 : . @ World Wetlands Day  Feppyary. In Victoria, only the Great-horned
3
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@ Leap Year







some things 1,0 watch/listen for: ....................................................................... Woodpeckers are incr.edibly impor.-‘-an-‘- because
------------- of the nest cavities they excavate each year

I, ww.hctf.ca/nature.htm






Some ﬂ\ings to watch/listen for: o Although they are important decomposers
""""""""" and “earth movers”, none of the earthworms

® Many native shrubs, trees and wildflowers start 3. commonly found in your garden are native.
to bloom, including Easter Lilies, also known as 4. Despi
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Pine Martens are rarely seen in the Victoria areaq,
""" ~ but both Mink and River Otter are species that
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International Day
of Families
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There are two types of Killer Whales (Orca)
commonly found in our area: "Resident” and
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World Environment
Day
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some fhings 1-0 watCh/Iisten for‘: S Ther.e are more Than a dozen rare bu-'--'-er..ﬂies
....................................................................... -rha-r occur (Or' used to OCCUf‘) on vcncouver-

® Harbour Seals will have pups this time of year. 3. Victoria Natural His

....................................................................... www.vichhs.bc.ca
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The large millipedes
seen in our forests
are coloured black
and yellow fo serve as
a warning: they can

* Fireweed (see below) seed heads will be secrete cyanide to

releasing their fluffy seeds far and wide. ' keep predators away.
’ ! é?l}eﬁ’;"%%%my It can be detected as
9  Indigenous Peoples a sweet almond smell.

Some things to watch/listen for:

* Northern Alligator Lizards give birth this fime
of year. They are our only native lizard on the
Island.
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* Termites are flying around in August as well:
finding mates and new rotten logs to move into. 10
11

* Steller's Jays return to Victoria on the ;
International Youth
years the Garry Oaks produce a bumper crop Day
of acorns. 13
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Mark Blundell

We only have Black Bear living on the Island

(no Grizzly Bears), but they do come in a variety
of colours, including brown. The best locations to
see one are salmon-spawning rivers.

Katelyn Bowers

Alanna Brooks
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September

Some things to watch/listen for:

\ International Day
for the Preservation
17 “of the Ozone Layer
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There are at least six commonly seen
species of gulls in Victoria, but at this time
of year some different gulls can sometimes be

15

World Food Day
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November

Some fhings to watch/listen for: Individual species can be considered
2

. endangered, such as the resident Killer Whales
* Varied Thrushes return to our wooded areas. in our region, or an entire ecosystem can be

D st
International Day
for Preventing the
Exploitation of the
Erivironment in_'War
and Armed Conflict
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December
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Victoria Natural History Society

The Victoria Natural History Society formed in 1944, and currently

has about 750 members. Members have developed their interest
in natural history in a wide variety of ways—some are professional biologists,
others are students, most are amateur or volunteer naturalists, and many have
taken up birding, botany or other natural history interests late in life. VNHS
provides an opportunity for those interested in the natural world fo come
together to share their ideas and experience.The Victoria Natural History
Society is a registered charity that is run by its volunteer members.

Mandate of the Victoria Natural History Society
The primary objectives of the Society are:
* To stimulate active interest in natural history

* To study and protect flora and fauna and
their habitats

* To work with other societies and like bodies
having interests in common with this Society.

For more information please visit our website:
www.vicnhs.bc.ca

Geoffrey Newell

The VNHS gratefully acknowledges
TD Friends of the Environment
Foundation for providing the
funding to print this calendar,
Beacon Hill Communications Group
Inc. for donating layout assistance,
and the artistic contributions of
Greater Victoria children.
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